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Constitution

�	Constitution → Fundamental laws governing a state and 
limiting government power.  

�	Objective → To define and limit the powers of government.
�	Constitutionalism → The authority of a government is 

derived from and strictly limited by constitution

Organs of Governent

Theory of Separation of Powers → French philosopher Montesquieu

Classification of the Constitution

Written
�	A codified document framed and adopted by a specific body.

�	Examples :
�	USA : The world’s oldest and the shortest written constitution. 

Drafted: 1787 | inforce: 1789 | Total: 7 Articles  
�	Monaco : The world’s shortest constitution in terms of the 

number of words.
�	India : The world’s lengthiest and most detailed written 

constitution. → 395 Articles, 22 Parts, and 8 Schedules.
�	Meiji Constitution (Japan) : The oldest modern 

constitution in Asia, (1889)

Unwritten
�	A constitution based on conventions, laws, judicial decisions, and 

established practices.

�	It is generally more flexible in nature.

�	Examples :
�	United Kingdom
�	New Zealand
�	Israel
�	Saudi Arabia

�	15 June 1215: Magna Carta: → The Magna Carta, signed by 
King John, is considered a major foundation of the British 
unwritten constitution.

Democracy
�	A system of government in which supreme power is 

vested in the people.
▶ Lincoln: “Government of the people, by the people and 

for the people.”
Types

▶ Direct Democracy (Switzerland)
�	Referendum
�	Initiative
�	Recall
�	Plebiscite

▶ Indirect or Representative Democracy
�	Indirect representation
�	India, USA, UK, etc.
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Various Systems of Government

Salient features of Indian Constitution

�	Longest Written Constitution

�	Drawn from Various Sources

�	Blend of Flexibility and Rigidity

�	Federal System with Unitary Bias

�	Parliamentary Form of Government

�	Balance between Parliamentary Sovereignty and Judicial Supremacy

�	Integrated and Independent Judiciary

�	Fundamental Rights

�	Directive Principles of State Policy

�	Fundamental Duties

�	A Secular State

�	Universal Adult Franchise

�	Single Citizenship

�	Emergency Provisions

�	Three-tier Government

�	Cooperative Societies

Federalism in India

�	Federalism is a system of government where power is shared 
between a central and its constituent units.

�	Article 1 → India, that is Bharat, shall be a Union of States. 

Federal Features Unitary Features

	h Dual Government

	h Division of Powers

	h Witten Constitution

	h Independent Judiciary

	h Bicameralism

	h Rigidity

	h Autonomy of states

	h Strong Centre: Residuary Powers 
Vested in the Centre

	h Single Citizenship

	h Single Constitution

	h Integrated Judiciary

	h Emergency Provisions

	h Flexibility

	h Appointment of Governors and All 
India Services

Junta Rule:
�	The term “Junta” means “military government.”

�	It refers to a situation in which a group of military officers seizes 
control of a country’s government and rules by force.

�	Instead of being ruled by a single dictator, the country is governed 
by a group or committee of senior military officers.

�	Myanmar is currently one of the most prominent examples of 
junta rule.

Indian Constitution : 12 Schedules

�	The Constitution originally had 8 schedules.

�	Today, there are a total of 12 schedules.

Schedule Constitutional 
Amendment Year Subject / Purpose

Ninth Schedule
	h First 

Constitutional 
Amendment

1951

	h To protect land 
reform laws etc. 
from judicial 
review

Tenth Schedule
	h 52nd 

Constitutional 
Amendment

1985
	h Anti-defection 

law

Eleventh 
Schedule

	h 73rd 
Constitutional 
Amendment

1992
	h 29 subjects 

related to 
Panchayati Raj

Twelfth 
Schedule

	h 74th 
Constitutional 
Amendment

1992
	h 18 subjects 

related to 
Municipalities
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   Indian Constitution : 12   -Schedules

First Schedule
(States and Union Territories)

	h Names, boundaries, and jurisdictions of states and union 
territories
	h Revised when states are created and boundaries are altered

Articles 1 & 4

Berubari Union Case (1960)

Second Schedule
(Salaries and Allowances of 

Constitutional Authorities)

	h President of India
	h Governors of States
	h Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha
	h Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha
	h Speaker and Deputy Speaker of State Legislative Assemblies
	h Chairman and Deputy Chairman of State Legislative Councils
	h Judges of the Supreme Court
	h Judges of High Courts
	h Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG)

Articles 59(3), 65(3), 75(6), 97, 
125, 148(3), 158(3), 164(5), 
186 & 221

Third Schedule
(Oaths or Affirmations)

	h Union (Central) Ministers
	h Candidates for Election to Parliament
	h Members of Parliament
	h Judges of the Supreme Court
	h Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG)
	h State Ministers
	h Candidates for Election to the State Legislature
	h Members of the State Legislature
	h Judges of the High Courts

Articles 75(4), 84, 99, 124(6), 
148(2), 164(3), 173, 188, 219

�	Important Exclusions → Président (Article 60) + Vice-Président (Article 69) + Governor (Article 159)
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Fourth Schedule 	h Allocation of Seats in the Rajya Sabha Articles 4(1) & 80(2)

�	States with the Highest Number of Rajya Sabha Seats = Uttar Pradesh (31 seats) → Maharashtra (19 seats) →Tamil 
Nadu (18 seats)

Fifth Schedule 	h Administration and control of Scheduled Areas and Scheduled 
Tribes)
	h Except for Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram) 

Article 244(1)

Sixth Schedule
(Administration of Tribal Areas 
in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura 
and Mizoram)

	h Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) and Regional Councils 
are constituted for the administration of tribal areas in Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram (AMTM).
	h The Governor has the final authority to suspend or dissolve 

an Autonomous District Council (ADC).

Articles 244(2) & 275(1)

Seventh Schedule
(Union, State and Concurrent 
Lists)

	h Division of Powers (Three Lists)
	h Union List → Originally 97 subjects (currently 100).
	h State List → Originally 66 subjects (currently 61).
	h Concurrent List → Originally 47 subjects (currently 52).

Article 246

�	Prafulla Kumar Mukherjee v. Bank of Commerce (1947) →Doctrine of Pith and Substance'
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Eighth Schedule
(Recognized Languages)

	h 22 officially recognized languages by the Constitution → 
Originally 14
	h Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, 

Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, 
Urdu
	h 21st Constitutional Amendment (1967) → Sindhi
	h 71st Constitutional Amendment (1992) : (NaMaK) → Nepali, 

Manipuri, Konkani
	h 92nd Constitutional Amendment (2003) : (BDM-S) → Bodo, 

Dogri, Maithili, Santhali

Articles 344(1) & 351

Ninth Schedule
(Certain Acts and Regulations)

	h Protection of certain laws from judicial challenge → First 
Constitutional Amendment (1951)
	h Original purpose → To protect Land Reform and Zamindari 

Abolition laws from being challenged in courts on grounds of 
violation of Fundamental Rights (Judicial Review)

Article 31B

�	Kesavananda Bharati (24 April 1973) → Established the "Basic Structure Doctrine" of the Constitution
�	I.R. Coelho vs. State of Tamil Nadu (2007) → A 9-judge bench unanimously ruled that any law placed in the Ninth Schedule after 24 April 

1973 is not immune from Judicial Review

Tenth Schedule
(Anti-Defection Provisions)

	h Anti-Defection Law → 52nd Constitutional Amendment (1985)
	h Members of Parliament and State Legislatures are disqualified 

on grounds of defection

Articles 102(2) & 191(2)

Eleventh Schedule
(Panchayats)

	h Panchayats → 73rd Constitutional Amendment (1992)
	h It includes 29 subjects (Agriculture, Rural Development, 

Drinking Water, etc.)

Article 243G

Twelfth Schedule
(Municipalities)

	h Municipalities → 74th Constitutional Amendment (1992)
	h 18 subjects → Urban planning, public health, fire services, etc.

Article 243W

The original Constitution had 8 Schedules; currently, there are 12 Schedules.
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